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What do you do when you want a drink of water? Maybe you turn on the sink or take a sip from the water fountain. For children living in Syria, clean water can be hard to find. In this photo, a young Syrian boy and girl push and drag a crate filled with containers of water. They are bringing the containers to their home in Douma, which is near the Syrian capital of Damascus. Education is not a sure thing for children like these, whose lives are being impacted by war and the constant necessity of gathering water.  
Since March 2011, Syria has been undergoing a brutal civil war. More than 7.5 million Syrian children living inside and outside of the country need humanitarian aid—help such as shelter, warm clothing, nutrition, and education. Additionally, the conflict has made it more difficult for people to access water. According to a UNICEF report, by three years into the war, more than one-third of water treatment plants in the country had been destroyed. Intense and indiscriminate fighting makes it difficult to access and repair these treatment plants and water pipes.
The Syrian conflict has forced people to flee their homes in search of safety. 6.5 million people, including 3 million children, are internally displaced inside Syria, which means that they have left their homes but are still living in the country. Internally displaced people often live in camps and other non-permanent shelters, which can be overcrowded and lacking clean water. The war-torn town of Douma is host to a large number of internally displaced families. In this area, children have the responsibility of acquiring water from local community wells and other sources.
UNICEF is working to make sure that Syrian children forced from their homes have access to water. For example, UNICEF provides clean water to internally displaced people living in camps by setting up water and distributing purification tablets and chlorine.

	Take a sip = Πίνω μια γουλιά
	Impacted by = Eπηρεασμένος από

	Humanitarian aid = Ανθρωπιστική βοήθεια
	Water treatment plants =Εγκαταστάσεις επεξεργασίας νερού

	Indiscriminate fighting = Μάχη χωρίς διακρίσεις
	Purification tablets = ταμπλέτες καθαρισμού



Reading Questions
a) What does the word “they” in the first paragraph refer to?
b) What are some things that Syrian children are lacking because of war?
c) Why did people abandon their homes? Where do they live now?
d) What is the children’s duty in the city of Douma?


