Observation Form

Please fill in this form with information from the classes you have observed. Fill in PART A on the
basis of all the classes you observed in the first three weeks of your TP. Fill in PART B on the basis of
one class that you observed and you chose to focus on. The completed observation form will be
included in your European Portfolio for Student Teachers of Languages.

YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS
o

Name:

[Georgios Kokkolis- Papadopoulos |

Student ID No:

(1563201500082 |

ABOUT THE SCHOOL/CLASSES YOU ATTENDED
o

Name and level of school:

[Athens College- Junior High School |

Teacher’s name:

[1lianna Motsiou |

Level of classes observed:
|:|A1 @AZ @Bl @BZ @Cl |:|C2
Level of the one class | focused on:

[JA1 [J]A2 []B1 [@B2 [Jc1 [Jc2

A. Observations on the basis of the total number of classes that you attended

1. Was the level of knowledge of English that pupils have in each of the classes you
attended:

(® more or less homogeneous? (O quite heterogeneous?




2. Did the teacher

QO persistently stick to the textbook? (@ frequently design her/his own activities?

3. Did the teacher use any supplements to the textbook?

a) Did s/he use any supplementary books to help the teaching/learning process in any of her/his
classes?

(® Yes O No
If yes, please say what type of books:

(O Readers (® Grammar books (O Exercise books (O Dictionaries

QO Other | |

b) Did s/he use any authentic materials o or pupil-generated materials?
(@ Yes O No

If yes, please briefly explain how they were generally used and give just one example (of each).

Many different materials were used by the teacher. Mainly vocabulary notes that were authentic and
made by her through an English to English translation. She also used projects the students were
assigned in order to not simply assess them but also teach the whole class. In a particular project,

4. What class-management techniques were used by the teacher? (You may tick more
than one)

[] Use of the authority vested in her/him because of her/his knowledge or status.
[] Use of disciplining techniques (asking pupils to be quiet, punishing them, etc.).

[O] Motivating them to participate in class, using techniques such as:

Positive reinforcement and self-assessment of the students.

[0] Making the class interesting, by using means such as:

Audiovisual presentations, the smartboard, class debates and role-playing exercises.




5. With regard to L1 use in the EFL class:

a) How frequently did the teacher use it?
O All the time (O When it seemed to me necessary
O Frequently (® Never

If s/he did use it, for what specific purposes was it used? (Note as many uses as possible)

b) How about the pupils? How frequently did they use it?

O All the time @ When it seemed to me necessary
QO Frequently O Never

If they did use it, for what specific purposes was it used? (Note as many uses as possible)

One of the class’ rules was that no Greek (L1) was allowed. Students used it only if they had no
other possible way to express their thought, and even then they were expected to find the
translation themselves.

6. Pupils generally:

O seemed to feel that their English class was a sort of waste of time (for example, because
they already had some knowledge of English).

(® were motivated to be attentive and participate.

If the latter is the case:

a) Which did you feel were the basic factors for their being motivated and interested? State what
you think.

| believe the teacher's attitude was always respectful towards her students which led the students
themselves to have respect towards her. Since it was an English-Greek school, English, as a
subject, played a central role in their education, thus they paid more attention to it. Lastly, the
school followed the MYP program of education which aims at developing the critical aspect of the
students' thinking along with their language skills, through issues like Migration, Human Rights and




b) What types of activities seemed to motivate pupils the most? Briefly describe.

The ones that seemed to be the most motivational were audiovisual presentations, like videos. TED
talks, and educational videos in general, were frequently used to give the students information on
any given subject in order to then open a discussion on said subject. Students were able to use the
acquired knowledge to participate in the conversation, making it much more interesting for them.

7) From the classes you observed during the first week of teaching practice, which of
the following practices, which correspond to the principles of the New School, did you
identify?

Learners are given the opportunity to participate in projects linked to other subject areas
(such as maths, history and geography) carried out in class and out of class.

|:| The materials include advice / help to students on self-study sKills.

[0] The tasks encourage the development of the learners’ learning-how-to-learn skills.
[O] Technology is used in the classroom for teaching and learning purposes.

[O] The tasks aim at developing the learners’ cognitive and social skills.

[O] Attempts are made by the teacher to differentiate instruction.

[O] Learners are provided with opportunities for autonomous or self-access learning

[] Alternative forms of assessment such as portfolio assessment or journal entries are used.



B. Observations on the basis of the one class that you focused upon

1. What class was it? (e.g. 5th year of elementary school, 2nd year gymnasium):

2nd year of gymnasium (phase 3/4 of the MYP program)

2. Did you perceive gender differences in the class?

(a) Did boys and girls act differently —exhibit behaviour which you would interpret as gender
specific?

O Yes (® No

If yes, briefly explain.

(b) Did the teacher discriminate in some way or other? For example, did s/he favour
boys or girls in some way?

QO Yes (® No

If yes, briefly explain.

(c) Did you note any ‘sexist’ behaviour or language use? Was it exhibited:

QO on the part of the teacher? (® on the part of the pupils?

If yes, briefly explain.

As teenagers, there were a few instances of sexism between the students. For example, there was a
student whose family has a background in the army, something that made this student a bit more
sexist towards women. Understandable as it may be, the teacher was quick to stop it and explain to
the students that there's no place for sexism in the classroom.




3. Note some information about the textbook being used and the way of using it.

(a) What textbook was being used in the class? (Give full citation: authors, book title, publishing
house and year of publication).

Morley, Kevin. MYP ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION PHASE 4. OXFORD UNIV PRESS, 2017.

(b) Is this textbook accompanied by a teacher’s book, by audio cassettes, other paraphernalia? If
yes, which?

No, as far as | know it was not accompanied by anything.

(c) What approach is this textbook based on? Say and document your claim.

This textbook is based on the Middle Years Program of the International Baccalaureate approach of

teaching English. It basically approaches ELT in a more cultural way, trying to teach culture and
critical skills alongside the language itself.

4. With regard to the teaching approach followed in the specific class:

(2) Would you say that the main concern during the teaching process was to develop

@ learners’ linguistic competence O communicative competence

Briefly explain.

The method of teaching was split in two different categories, LA (Language Acquisition) and LL
(Language and Literature). The students who chose LA (the classes | focused on) were more
concerned with linguistic competence and linguistic accuracy, while LL was more concerned with the
students' abilities to analyze literature and aimed at improving linguistic fluency.




(b) Was there concern with development
QO of cultural

O of intercultural awareness
@ of both
O with none of these

Briefly explain using examples.

As | said before, the program'’s whole basis is that it teaches English through cultural and
inter-cultural aspects. For example, listening activities were done using audiovisual material that
related to other cultures, i.e. one of the textbook'’s units focused on migration through the study of
Australian aboriginals, during which TED talks about aboriginal-related matters were used to give
students a better understanding of this wholly alien idea.

(c) Would you say that the main concern was

QO teaching
(® learning

O both

Briefly support your answer.

Students were expected to first do their own self-study on any matter (i.e. grammar) and then

during class the teacher used the knowledge the students retained in order to correctly establish this
knowledge.
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